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Local Agency Unveils Bold Regional Water Distribution Initiative 

BEAUMONT, CA (January 8, 2024) — The San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency (SGPWA) took a 
significant step toward ensuring long-term water security in the region by hosting a highly 
anticipated workshop on September 30th, where they unveiled details of the ambitious 
Backbone Pipeline Project. This transformative project aims to enhance the distribution of 
imported water throughout the San Gorgonio Pass area, promising a sustainable water future 
for local communities. 

The event attracted participation from various State Water Contractors, local stakeholders, 
partnering cities, retail water districts, and local Tribal representatives, all of whom actively 
shared their insights on the proposed plans. This engagement highlighted the collaborative 
effort necessary to advance the project. 

The Backbone Pipeline Project, a vision over two decades in the making, is now closer than 
ever to becoming a reality, thanks to growing support from multiple agencies. The proposed 
pipeline would convey SGPWA’s State Water Project (SWP) water allocation from the existing 
East Branch Extension Pipeline in the City of Beaumont to multiple facilities throughout the 
San Gorgonio Pass region, ending at a groundwater recharge basin in Cabazon.  

“This project represents a pivotal moment for the region,” said Board President Mickey 
Valdivia. “By improving the distribution of imported water to new recharge facilities, the 
Backbone Pipeline will secure a reliable water source for generations to come. Communities 
across the San Gorgonio Pass area stand to benefit from this enhanced water security.”  

In October 2023, a feasibility study was conducted by Albert A. Webb & Associates to outline 
the requirements, permits, and funding necessary to undertake the project. This included 
recommendations for the Backbone Pipeline that would convey water from the State Water 
Project East Branch Extension pipeline to the communities in Banning and Cabazon to recharge 
groundwater basins and provide additional water for residents. 

The total estimated cost for the project is up to $150 million, with SGPWA committed to 
securing funding through state and federal grants. The construction of the pipeline will unfold 
in five phases, involving the installation of 48 inch, 36-inch, 30-inch, and two 24-inch welded 
steel transmission pipelines. The finished project will result in 88,700 linear feet of pipeline 
stretching throughout the San Gorgonio Pass region. 

The Board and stakeholders who participated in the workshop also discussed exploring 
additional partnerships and design alternatives that could result in significant cost savings for 
all parties involved in the project. 

SGPWA will coordinate with the City of Beaumont, the City of Banning, the City of Riverside, 
Caltrans, Cabazon Water District, Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District, Union Pacific 
Railroad, Riverside County Flood Control & Water Conservation District, and the Morongo 
Band of Mission Indians to ensure compliance with all State regulations and permits. 

mailto:tara@cvstrat.com


This project marks a crucial step toward safeguarding the region’s water future and ensuring a resilient supply for 
decades to come. 

For more information, visit www.sgpwa.com. 

### 

About San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
Formed in 1961, SGPWA is a State Water Contractor that serves a 225-square-mile area of western Riverside County. The 
service area includes the cities of Calimesa, Beaumont, and Banning, and the communities of Cherry Valley, Cabazon, and 
the Banning Bench. In addition to importing State Water Project (SWP) water from Northern California to augment local 
groundwater sources, the Agency builds local system infrastructure, participates in water transfers, partners in statewide 
water projects and collaborates on regional water reliability and conservation efforts. 
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