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An acre-foot is…
 A unit of volume

 Equal to 325,000 gallons

Enough water for approximately 3 households each year



The State Water Project 
moves water from 
Northern California to 
Southern California
 29 State Water Contractors

 Capable of moving over 4 million 
acre-feet per year

 Uses the snowpack from the 
Sierra’s as a “reservoir”

 Provides water for over 25 million 
people

 Sustains billions of dollars to 
California’s economy



There are many 
assets on along 
the SWP but some 
of the major assets 
include…
 30 dams

 20 reservoirs

 29 pumping and generating 
plants

 700 miles of aqueducts, canals, 
and pipelines



The SWP is broken 
up into 5 
management zones 
(Field Divisions)



Oroville 
Field 
Division



Lake Oroville
WAT E R  F LO W S  F R O M  L A K E  O R O V I L L E  TO  T H E  F E AT H E R  R I V E R  W H I C H  S U B S E Q U E N T LY  F LO W S  I N TO  

T H E  S A C R A M E N TO  R I V E R



Delta 
Field 
Division

Delta

Clifton Court



Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
WAT E R  F LO W S  F R O M  T H E  S A C R A M E N TO  R I V E R  I N TO  T H E  D E LTA



Clifton Court Forebay
 WAT E R  F LO W S  F R O M  T H E  D E LTA  I N TO  T H E  C L I F TO N  C O U R T  F O R E B AY

 WAT E R  I S  T H E N  P U M P E D  O U T  O F  C L I F TO N  C O U R T  F O R E B AY  I N TO  T H E  C A L I F O R N I A  A Q U E D U C T



San Luis 
Field 
Division



San Luis Reservoir
 WAT E R  F L O W S  T H R O U G H  T H E  C A L I F O R N I A  A Q U E D U C T  A N D  C A N  B E  S T O R E D  I N  S A N  L U I S  R E S E R V O I R

 S A N  L U I S  R E S E R V O I R  C A N  S T O R E  A P P R O X I M AT E LY  2  M I L L I O N  A C R E - F E E T



San 
Joaquin 
Field 
Division



Edmonston Pumping Plant
 P U M P S  WAT E R  F R O M  T H E  A Q U E D U C T  U P  2 , 0 0 0  F T  I N  E L E VAT I O N  TO  C O N T I N U E  I N  T H E  A Q U E D U C T

 L A R G E S T  S I N G L E  L I F T  P U M P  S TAT I O N  I N  T H E  W O R L D



Southern 
Field Division



Pearblossom Pumping Plant
 P U M P S  WAT E R  F R O M  T H E  A Q U E D U C T  U P  5 0 0  F T  I N  E L E VAT I O N  O V E R  T H E  M O U N TA I N  TO  

C O N T I N U E  I N  T H E  A Q U E D U C T



Silverwood Lake and Devils Canyon Powerplant
 WAT E R  M O V E S  F R O M  T H E  A Q U E D U C T  I N TO  S I LV E R W O O D  L A K E

 WAT E R  F LO W S  F R O M  S I LV E R W O O D  L A K E  T H R O U G H  D E V I L S  C A N YO N  TO  S TA R T  T H E  E B X

Silverwood Lake

Devils Canyon Powerplant



East Branch Extension
 WAT E R  F LO W S  F R O M  D E V I L S  C A N YO N  I N TO  T H E  E A S T  B R A N C H  E X T E N S I O N

 S B V M W D  A N D  S G P WA  A R E  T H E  O N LY  T W O  PA R T I C I PA N T S  F O R  T H I S  P I P E L I N E

 E N D  O F  T H E  L I N E  F O R  T H E  S TAT E  WAT E R  P R O J E C T



State Water Project Recap
 The State Water Project moves upwards of 4 million acre-feet 
from Northern CA to Southern CA

Water moves from…
 Lake Oroville to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
 Delta to San Luis Reservoir
 San Luis Reservoir to Edmonston Pump Station
 Edmonston Pump Station to Pearblossom Pump Station
 Pearblossom to Lake Silverwood/Devils Canyon
 Lake Silverwood/Devils Canyon to SGPWA

  Water travels over 500 miles before it gets to SGPWA



For more information please visit:

water.ca.gov swc.org
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